PhD fellowship - Evolutionary Genetics of Invasive Jointed Goatgrass

Funding is available for a PhD student to study jointed Goatgrass at Colorado State University. This PhD fellowship is funded as part of a collaboration between evolutionary biologists and weed scientists to understand the impact of gene flow from wheat to its close relative, jointed goatgrass (Aegilops cylindrica). This project involves using a variety of molecular approaches to quantify gene flow ranging from cytogenetics to sequence evolution. The student will receive substantial training in genetics and evolution, as the research will also examine the population history of the species including invasive populations in Colorado, and the evolution of traits responsible for the agricultural impact of this weed. We are looking for a highly motivated individual with a B.S. or Masters degree and with the demonstrated ability to carry out outstanding research. The successful candidate must have substantial training in evolutionary biology and genetics, and the desire to answer applied questions in agriculture and weed science. We also emphasize the ability to interact and work collaboratively with others, as the student will work closely with several Professors on the project. In addition to the molecular assays, the project as a whole involves substantial quantitative genetic and ecological genetic experiments. While no experience in this area is required, the candidate will receive graduate training in quantitative genetics and the evolution of complex traits.

The position is available starting Fall 2008. Salary and benefits are competitive, and Colorado State is an excellent academic environment for a PhD in plant genomics, weed science, plant evolutionary biology and the impacts of invasive species. 

If you are interested in this position, please send a letter of interest and a C.V., as a pdf via e-mail to 

jkmckay@colostate.edu
